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was, at the same time, assured that no ill-will
was harboured towards him; and that it was
merely because his conduct had shown that he
had not a proper sense of the value of the con-
nexion offered to him, or of the spirit in which it
ought to have been received, that the British
government, for the present, withdrew from the
discussion of it.

This result of the negotiation, and the insincerity
of the Bhopal chief's behaviour, which had been
the occasion of its abrupt termination, were com-
municated in due course by the Residents at the
respective independent courts. It was, however,
distinctly asserted on the part of the Governor-
general, in reply to the objections delivered in by
Sindheea and the Bhoosla, that no proof or argu-
ment whatever had been adduced, that could be
construed to limit or preclude the right of the
British government to take the principality
under protection on any future occasion, or to
show that it had at any time been other than
perfectly free and independent. No answer was
made to this communication by either court; the
point may, therefore, be considered to have been
virtually conceded by the Mahratta potentates.
The negotiation with the legitimate chief of
Sagur, which was merely an auxiliary measure
to the connexion with Bhopal, was abandoned
at the same time; the delay and evasions of